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Play a game by telling your kids 
to think of a scale from 1-10. 
One being the easiest and 10 the 
absolute hardest. Think of things 
that require determination and rate 
that on the scale. For example, 
learning a new instrument is a level 
6 or not eating candy for a day is 
level 2. Afterwards, ask them what 
is something they are determined 
to finish by the end of the school 
year or summer.
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R E M E M B E R
T H I S :

“Let us not become tired
of doing good. At the right 
time we will gather a crop

if we don’t give up.”
GALATIANS 6:9, NIrV
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One of the reasons it’s so critical to help 
our kids live a determined life is that 
almost nothing happens on the first try. 
Fast forward twenty years and imagine 
your son or daughter grown up. Their 
character (including their determination) 
will directly impact what happens at 
work, at home, and in their families.

My friend Gary Reniecke shared some 
statistics from the world of sales that 
tell quite a story about determination. 
Studies have shown that:

48% of sales people never follow up with 
a prospect.
25% of sales people make a 2nd contact 
and stop.
12% of sales people make three contacts 
and stop.
Only 10% of sales people make more 
than four contacts.

Why does this matter?  Well, consider 
this:

2% of sales are made on the 1st contact.
3% of sales are made on the 2nd contact.
5% of sales are made on the 3rd contact.
10% of sales are made on the 4th contact.
80% of sales are made on the 5th to 
12th contact.

Whether our kids ever choose sales as 
a career is beside the point. The point 
is determination and persistence pays 

off. And that shouldn’t surprise us. 
Isn’t it true that, even as adults, few of 
us learn the lessons we need to learn 
on the first go-round? Isn’t it true most 
things don’t happen without some level 
of determination? Mastering a skill, 
developing relationships, growing faith 
and character, achieving a dream . . .

Most great things take time. And 
without determination, we’ll never see 
them realized. As a parent, you might 
need to become determined to teach 
values like determination. Rarely will 
a child pick up on what’s important 
on first try, and even if they embrace 
it early, it’s easy to get discouraged 
and follow a different course down 
the road. This isn’t just true in instilling 
determination in your child—it’s true of 
virtually everything that’s important.

All of this to simply say this: Don’t get 
discouraged if you didn’t succeed this 
week, or this month. So next week, 
next month, and next year, chip away 
at determination and encourage your 
family to do the same. Down the road, 
the payoff stands to be significant.

For more blog posts  
and parenting resources, visit:

ParentCue.org
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